CONSULATE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FUKUOKA, JAPAN
2-5-26 Ohori, Chuo-ku, Fukuoka 810-0052
Phone:092-751-9331 Fax:092-713-9222

MARRIAGE OF AMERICANS IN JAPAN

IT you wish to marry in Japan you will do so according to
Japanese law. Marriage in Japan consists of a civil registration
of marriage by the couple at a Japanese municipal government
office (town/ward/city office). This registration constitutes a
legal marriage and iIs recognized as such throughout the United
States.

Ceremonies performed by religious, fraternal and similar
organizations are not valid as legal marriages. Diplomatic and
consular officers cannot perform marriages.

To register a marriage under Japanese law, you must prepare a
"Certificate of Eligibility of Marriage"™ signed and sworn to
before a consular officer. Individuals associated with the U.S.
military or Department of Defense may obtain this affidavit from
their base personnel or legal office.

Following is the procedure for Americans who wish to marry in
Japan:

1. Please prepare the following required documents.

a) Certificate of Eligibility of Marriage. You can download the
form from http://fukuoka.usconsulate.gov/www4mrg.html
Please complete the form but do not sign your name yet.

b) Proof of U.S. citizenship: U.S. Passport

c) Personal ID with a photograph (e.g., U.S. state driver”s
license, Japanese Alien Registration card, etc.)

d) $30.00 or the Japanese Yen equivalent

e) IT you have been married previously, please submit the proof
of dissolution of any former marriage (e.g., court divorce
decree, death certificate)

T) Parents®™ notarized letter of consent of the marriage if you
are a minor.

2. Call the Consulate at 092-751-9331 to make an appointment to
complete and execute the "Certificate of Eligibility of
Marriage.™

3. Please translate the executed certificate into Japanese.

(The Consulate provides a standard form for translation.)
You must submit the original English document and the
Japanese translation to the government office where you
register your marriage.



"Koin-in Todoke', the Japanese form for the registration of
the marriage, is available at a Japanese municipal
government office. Complete the form in Japanese. Two
witnesses of any nationality who are over 20 years of age
must also sign the form. The American Consulate staff
cannot assist in preparing these forms. Please check with
the particular government office in advance to determine
what additional documents must be presented by the couple.

The couple must go to a Japanese municipal government office
to register your marriage. The marriage should normally be
registered with the government office having jurisdiction
over one or the other party"s place of residence in Japan.
After accepting the marriage registration forms, they will
issue "Kon-in todoke juri shomeisho" (Certificate of
Acceptance of Notification of Marriage). This is the
primary evidence of a valid marriage. American citizens may
wish to translate their marriage certificate into English,
but should bear in mind that the Japanese language original
certificate is the only legal marriage document.

The fee for the Kon-in todoke juri shomeisho is 1,400 yen
(as of June 2004). In the case of an American citizen who
marries a Japanese citizen, the local town/ward/city office
will forward the record of the marriage to the Legal Affairs
Bureau ("'Homukyoku') where the Japanese citizen is
domiciled. The record will be maintained at the "Homukyoku"
office for 27 years. In the case of a marriage of two non-
Japanese citizens, the government office where the marriage
was concluded will maintain the record of the marriage for
only 10 years. No record of the marriage is retained by the
U.S. government. American citizens should therefore be
careful to iInquire as to the procedure for obtaining
additional copies of their marriage documents.
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The nearest ward office from the Consulate:

Chuo Ward Office ('Chuo Kuyakusho')
2-5-31 Daimyo

Chuo-ku, Fukuoka 810-0052

Tel: 092-714-2131

IMPORTANT NOTE: Foreign nationals who wish to reside in the
United States permanently must obtain an immigrant visa.
Immigrant visa applications are processed by the American Embassy
Tokyo. For more information, please call the Visa Information
Line (03-5354-4033), or visit the Embassy®"s web page
(http://japan.usembassy.gov).
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